


“In the beginning was fire. The campfire. In the year 2000, right in the 
middle of the northern part of the Kalahari Gemsbok Park. The birth of 
Comanis. The basis for the foundation was laid down in discussions 
of the kind that are only possible between friends under the vast, 
starry African skies. Collaboration and togetherness amongst some  
wonderful people brought   exceptional projects into being. My own 
involvement has brought me so many fantastic experiences that I  
often feel as though it is me who has received all the gifts.

Those who commit themselves to Comanis do so out of personal 
conviction. The idea of initiating a project that other people carry 
further is very attractive. But those who support Comanis not only get 
things moving, they can also see for themselves – mostly on the spot 
– just how the project is thriving. And it is precisely here where the 
essence of the concept lies. Comanis is also the coming together of 

people with one and the same way of thinking. People who, with their  
knowledge and commitment, personally put everything into helping 
people to help themselves.

As a look back at the past year, in the enclosed annual report (in the 
form of postcards) we present people who are connected in some way 
with Comanis projects. It is their commitment that has made it at all 
possible for us to continue to realise our plans, ideas and visions.”

Corinne Itten, President of the Comanis Foundation

Helping people to help themselves
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“Mlilwane North is an important extension of the  
Mlilwane Wildlife Sanctuary. The montane grasslands 
and boulder communities of vegetation are integral to 
this protected habitat – a part of an ecotype which has 
rapidly been invaded and destroyed by alien commer-
cial forests and unplanned human expansion, displacing 
native wildlife almost everywhere in western Swaziland. 
Mlilwane North is an important catchment area,  
contributing greatly to stream and river flow needed 
by communities downstream, as well as an essential  
extension of Mlilwane on which to establish roan antelope, 
oribi, vaal, rhebuck and many other rare, threatened 
and locally endangered species. All capital aspects of 
development will need help with funding while recur-
rent costs will be met from revenues. We are grateful 
to Corinne Itten of Comanis Foundation, Hamish Currie 
of Back to Africa and Dr John Knowles for their sub-
stantial support of this project which not only relocates 
roan antelope from overseas, but also seeks to habituate 
them to the wild as a fully viable population.”

Ted Reilly, CEO Big Game Parks, Swaziland

Relocating endangered species into Mlilwane North
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“I am 50 years old, and at the time I was born 

these animals had already disappeared from 

Swaziland.  I saw many animals for the first 

time in my life when I came to work for Big Game 

Parks. I love it here. I know all the roan by 

name and I know from which mother and father each 

calf comes – for instance Corinne is the daughter 

of Phesheya and Ngwedle, and Hamish is the son 

of Phesheya and Langhapi.  It will be a day to 

remember when it can be said that emathagayezi 

(roan antelope) are again part of Swaziland’s wild 

herds. I love this work because it keeps my heri-

tage alive for our children and their children to 

see. They are like my cattle – they know me too.”

Sam Dlamini, 

Ranger at Mlilwane Game Sanctuary, Swaziland

Emathagayezi in wild herds
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« “ I t  began as a joke , when my mother came with the news 
that she met someone who to ld her about making paper 
beads .  We just wanted to try and see how one could ben -
efit from making beads .  Our Coordinator Wi lga du P les is 
he lped us to organ ise a group of members (and brought 
even more of her friends) inc luding my fami ly and other 
peop le from our community .  At the beg inn i ng it wasn ’t 
easy , but be ing pat ient showed how rewarding it was .  We 
enjoyed it the time they introduced the making of necklaces. 
Right now we are a team of n ine ,  cover ing s i x fami l i es . 
When the project began ,  our l i v i ng standard was extreme ly 
low . On ly my father had a job but he wasn ’t ab l e to 
provide the bas ics .  The l itt l e money we made went towards 
buying food for the fami ly .  I n  m id-2008 we had a l i tt l e to 
spare and my father a lso started sav ing a b it of money so 
he managed to put a deposit on a house .  When I  look back 
from where we started I  see quite a b it of ach ievement . 
Since we had just entered South Africa from Zimbabwe 
it was hard to make ends meet .  Repaper gave us the 
opportunity to do better over long per iod of t ime . ”

Norma N ldowo, Worker for Repaper ,  South Africa

Made from a good idea
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What is actua l l y so spec ia l abou t Coman i s? It is the 
ded ica t i on of h igh ly mo t i va ted, unse l f i sh and exper ienced 
peop le . It is a lso the exce l len t , profess i ona l ne twork . And i t 
i s cer ta i n l y the case tha t at Coman i s there are no t 
jus t pro jec t s - there are concre te rea l i sa t i ons . Of course, 
Coman i s a lso offers the poss ib i l i t y of see ing resu l t s on 
the spo t , of br i ng ing one ’ s own ideas and p lay i ng one ’ s 
par t by act i ve ly he lp i ng . The rea l i s t i c , prac t i ca l concep t and 
the manageab le pro jec t s for the suppor t and preser va t i on 
of endangered bio topes in the sou thern regions of Afr ica 
conv i nced me:  we are try i ng, l i t t le by l i t t le , to cons t ruc t 
a new Noah ’ s Ark . During my persona l tr ip I par t i c ipa ted 
in the effec tua t i on of the ongo i ng rese t t lemen t of roan 
an te l opes in new conser va t i on areas . The popu la t i on of these 
an te l opes in sou thern Afr ican regions is endangered .
I ha v e see n t h a t Coma n i s ge n u i n e l y e n r i c h e s m y l i f e 
and I look forward to ded ica t i ng my new free t ime to the 
founda t i on .
Jean-Pierre Jacot , Sponsor

A new Noa h ’ s A r k
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“In order for the Comanis Foundation to 
most effectively fulfil its objectives of assisting 
with wildlife conservation and community 
upliftment projects in southern Africa, the 
Directors of the Foundation have decided to 
create a base in Windhoek, Namibia.
I am Anton van Schalkwyk, a conservationist 
and businessman. I have been approached to 
head this project in Namibia. My primary  
objectives will be to manage current projects, for 
example the Nossob River project, and also to 
advise Comanis Switzerland about potential future 
projects. I will invite influential local conserva-
tionists and community role-players to join the 
existing Foundation (Switzerland) members as 
directors of the Comanis Namibia board.”

Anton van Schalkwyk, Gariep River Adventures, 
Director Comanis Namibia

Join the foundation
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“I am a photographer. 
If I can, I want to make a difference.

The San people are arguably the original 
inhabitants of southern Africa. The San people 
of South Africa are called Khomani. They cur-
rently live south of the Kgalagadi Transfrontier 
Park between Nama and coloured communities 
at the settlements called Witdraai, Andriesvale 
and Welkom.

During my studies I discovered that the 
San are probably the most photographed and 
researched group in the world, but all the 
photographs were taken by outsiders and not 
by the people of the Kalahari . I decided to 
arrange a photographic workshop for the grade-
seven kids of Welkom so that they can have 
the opportunity to show us how they see 
themselves and the Kalahari .

Throughout my visits to the Kalahari I saw 
and heard that their biggest health hazard 
is the quality of the drinking water. So this 
project is to raise money for a water 
purifying system to be put up in Welkom 
settlement to better the living conditions of 
the people.”

Cara Bakkes, photographer, South Africa

Shoot for water






